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and with them everything falls on deaf ears, and
though you may see the devil standing on their roof,
still they will not listen/ And even Uncle Frans
began about it; he came into his room and said
in an embarrassed tone : * My boy, do try to be
more careful, for, look you, I'm afraid Uncle Ger-
brand will take it to heart if complaints are made,
and his health is failing, he can't stand much. And
it's true enough that one thing leads to another,
and you can never be too much on your guard against
temptation.' At first Floris answered sharply, then
he was silent.
But he had to hear remonstrance from so many
sides that he grew angry and wilfully adopted an
air of indifference at home and at the office. For
years there had been no intercourse between the
family of Diderik Werendonk in Gierstraat and the
brothers in Little Houtstraat, apart from the mutual
New Year's visits and the odd occasions when the
eldest went to talk over the big debt and the paying
off. Diderik had joined a different denomination,
and was much stricter than his brothers, and as an
Elder of the Church he felt himself superior. He
despised Kroon, who never went to Church with
his wife, and when he walked past the house in
Kerkstraat, where Kroon sat close up to the window
turning his ivory, he would look straight in front of
him. He had given his elder brother a talking to,
telling him that it was a scandal for their nephew to